
School District of Lee County
IB Program Academic Integrity Policy

Philosophy

The IB Programs in Lee County are committed to promoting environments that are focused on respect
for academic integrity as outlined in the IBO’s academic policy (here). It is our goal to uphold IB’s five
fundamentals of academic integrity: honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility. We strive for
students to be principled learners and to maintain integrity while continually working toward academic
and personal growth, therefore students in the IB Programs are held to the highest standard of
academic excellence and personal behavior. We understand that concern for grades can result in
feelings of pressure, but this does not absolve a student of academic integrity. This academic integrity
policy is provided so that the full school community is aware of their unique role in upholding the
academic integrity of Lee County IB Programs and to communicate the actions that will be taken when
academic misconduct is suspected.

Student Rights & Responsibilities

● Having an academic integrity policy clearly communicated and readily available to review.
● Reviewing the academic integrity policy every year and seeking clarification as necessary.
● Being given examples of good practice and misconduct of academic integrity when completing

assignments and assessments.
● Having a fair process when academic integrity is questioned.
● Completing all assignments as required to the best of the student’s independent ability and to

appropriately cite whenever outside sources are utilized.
● Working with others only when implicitly allowed by the teacher.
● Understanding the special role that all formal IB assessments have in the program and to

adequately plan for the amount of time and effort required to complete these assessments with
integrity.

● Ensuring that any assistance given to other students does not hinder their ability to
independently complete and authentically submit their work.

● Uploading assignments to online services (ie Turnitin.com) when requested to verify
authenticity.

● Appropriately using and citing any ideas, text, or images produced by an artificial intelligence (ie
ChatGPT).

● Notifying IB staff when they are struggling or feeling pressure so that staff can partner with them
to support them in making principled decisions.

● Notifying IB staff when they become aware of academic integrity violations to better promote
and maintain the integrity of the IB Program.

● Accepting all consequences of one’s actions.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wiZfRmwG4H_TxH9Te9nSaVIzWF26Tr--/view?usp=sharing1add/academic-integrity-policy-en_237ee4dd-b989-426d-b031-d032f5bc8a08.pdf


Parent Rights & Responsibilities

● Having an academic integrity policy clearly communicated and readily available to review.
● Reviewing the academic integrity policy every year and seeking clarification as necessary.
● Being communicated with in a timely manner if their students’ academic integrity is questioned.
● Helping their student understand the value of academic integrity and expecting their student to

comply with this policy.
● Supporting the IB staff in upholding the IB school’s integrity.
● Respecting any consequences that result from their student’s misconduct.
● Overseeing their student’s ability to manage their time and encouraging their student to maintain

a well-balanced schedule.
● Encouraging their student to notify IB staff when they notice their student struggling or feeling

pressure so that staff can partner with them in supporting the student to make principled
decisions.

● Fostering their student’s individual growth by focusing on academic and personal gains as
opposed to numerical scores.

● Notifying IB staff when they become aware of misconduct to better promote and maintain the
integrity of the IB program.

IB School Rights & Responsibilities

● Requiring students to upload assignments to online services (ie Turnitin.com) which detect
plagiarism and artificial intelligence to verify authenticity of student work.

● Questioning students when misconduct is suspected and reporting suspicions to the appropriate
staff.

● Applying consequences when students are responsible for misconduct.
● Maintaining an agreed upon academic integrity policy and explicitly communicating it with the

school community.
● Teaching students when and how to properly use ideas and words that are not their own.
● Providing examples of good practice and misconduct in academic integrity situations.
● Teaching and modeling the vital role of IB’s five fundamentals of academic integrity: honesty,

trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility.
● Explaining the unique roles of various assigned academic work and assessments and utilizing a

variety of methods for learning to occur.
● Following through in a timely manner with procedures outlined in the Academic Integrity Policy

when violations occur.
● Maintaining accurate record of misconduct.

Violations of the School District of Lee County IB Academic Integrity Policy

Misconduct, whether intentional or unintentional, is behavior that results in a student gaining an unfair
advantage over others. Misconduct includes but is not limited to plagiarism, collusion, duplication of
work for multiple assessments, fabrication of data, accessing unauthorized material during an
examination, or any other behavior that results in an unfair advantage or affects the score of another
student.



Students are responsible for misconduct if they are involved in the following behaviors which include,
but are not limited to:

● Plagiarism is the representation of the ideas or work of another person or artificial intelligence
as the student’s own, including copying text or works of art without proper acknowledgement.

● Collusion is defined as supporting malpractice by another student, including allowing one’s
work to be copied or submitted by another.

● Cheating is any action, behavior, or aid that gives a student an unfair advantage (examples:
using a cell phone during an assessment, using a translator for Language B work, using AI
generators for responses).

● Disruption is any action or behavior that disrupts the learning of other students.

Consequences of Misconduct

A student and his or her parents/guardians will be immediately contacted following suspicion of
misconduct. If the misconduct is confirmed, an official warning will be issued and recorded in the
student’s school-based IB record, which is not part of their official school record. Repeated misconduct
can result in removal from the program, which will be part of the student’s official school record. To be
determined by the IB Coordinator and Administration, repeated or egregious misconduct can be
presented to the Academic Integrity Panel, consisting of an Administrator, IB Coordinator, IB Counselor,
IB Faculty, and non-IB Faculty. The panel will consider all aspects of the situation to determine the
degree of the misconduct and what the consequence(s) of the misconduct will be, which can include,
but are not limited to: a referral, a grade of 0, non-submission of IB assessments, suspension, and/or
removal from the IB Program. If the misconduct is presented to the Academic Integrity Panel, the
panel’s decision is final.

Academic Integrity Policy Review

This IB program policy is reviewed and updated as necessary by IB staff, administration, and relevant
department chairs at the start of each academic year. It is the responsibility of the IB Coordinator to
ensure the current policy is implemented and communicated and posted for the school community.

___________________________ ______ ___________________________ ______
Student Signature Date Parent Signature Date

___________________________ ___________________________
Student Name Printed Parent Name Printed

All students and parents will be required to review this policy on an annual basis and acknowledge
receipt via signature. The student and parent agree to follow the responsibilities outlined in the School
District of Lee County IB Program Academic Integrity Policy as a contributing member of the program.

Updated 8/2023


